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July 20, 2010

Governor David A. Paterson

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson,
Last November, you spoke at our 2009 Smart Growth Summit in front of 850 people on the benefits and importance of Smart Growth. Now, we are calling on you to follow through on a critical piece of Smart Growth legislation. Please support the "Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act" (S5560B/A8011B). As this legislation has received its approval in both the Senate and Assembly, we reaffirm our support and look forward to your signature on this measure, which will serve to enhance the quality of life not only for Long Islanders, but New Yorkers statewide.

The Smart Growth Public Infrastructure Policy Act will help curtail the use of new public funds for projects that support or induce sprawl by redirecting some State funding to efforts that lead to the more sustainable economic revitalization of our communities. 
We know that you care deeply about Long Island, having been raised here. This legislation is more critical than ever as we see over 95 Smart Growth projects and 45 master plans, hamlet studies, and vision plans of various size and scale currently underway that reject sprawl and seek a more livable and sustainable system. However, some of these projects have been stymied due to lack of infrastructure dollars or misspent state investments. Without solid infrastructure in place, Smart Growth projects cannot move forward as envisioned.  We assure you that this legislation will dramatically improve the health of our downtowns and economic centers, as funding will ensure that we get the best possible bang for the buck from our limited infrastructure money.

We hope that you remain supportive of the principles advanced by this piece of legislation and by the landmark work of your Smart Growth Cabinet.  Acting now on this bill will firmly establish your legacy as a pioneer in the Smart Growth movement that is taking hold in communities nationwide. It has been our pleasure to have been consistent supporters of you in this regard, and we hope you will consider signing this measure into law on Long Island where we can promise you a resounding show of support. Please feel free to call us at 631-261-0242 to discuss this further.
Sincerely,                                    
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Eric Alexander
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